
MR. JOHlQ ELWOOD, NEW WHATCOM, WASH., 

AUGUST 11, 1835. 

( Interviewed b;. Richard  Ra thbun) 

Q. The f i rs t  thing o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  us is 

some l i t t l e  h i s t o r y  o f  the f i s h i n g  a t  Point 

Roberts; when i t  began and how, e t c . ?  

A. well ,  how i t  began -- the  Indians. 

P o i n t  Rober t s  f o r  ages has been the rendezvous 

of the d i f f e r e n t  t r i b e 8  o f  'Indians on the 

Sound here, i n  B r i t  i sh  Columbia p r  L m i p a l l y ;  

p r i n c i p a l l y  Canadian India&, and f o r  ages they 

have f i shed  there .  There were 3 t r i b e s  there  

on Point  Roberts, and the f i g h t s  that have 

occurred -- the  t r a d i t i o n s  say t ha t  they had to 

f i g h t  f o r  slxpremacp on the Point  for f i s h i n g  

p r iv i l eges ,  and it  is a common t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  

the Sarnish Indians f i n a l l y  conquered the o ther  

t r i b e s  and became m a t e r s  of the e i t u a t i o n  and 

famed i t  out, a d  permitted other Indians t o  

f i s h  by levying a t r i b u t e .  

many b a t t l e s  there and hu?xIred of Indians were 

k i l l e d ,  and they fought for years. 

reef that run. out there a t  the Poin t  is where 

They had a grea t  

&I that 



they fished. -2- 

m e r e  a r e  those Indians loca ted ;  where 

do the;. belong? 

A- The Indians a r e  principall:. -- well, 

probably there  a r e  over there  now 150 t o  200 

Indians f i s h i n g  there ,  and o f  that p robab ly  100 

would be f r o m  Lumni reserva t ion  here,  and the  

balance would be composed of Sanish, Conichans 

and Semiahmoos. 

Q. All belong on the American s i d e  of 

the  l i n e ?  

A. Hot a l l ;  the  Lumnis and another t r i b e  

( t h e  ? .  Indians) who a re  l i v i n g  a t  Lumni , 

but belong t o  the Luta lu t  reserva t ion .  The 

g r e a t e r  p a r t  a r e  knericans t h i s  year, but former 

years they were p r i n c i p a l l y  B r i t  ish Col-mbia 

Indians 

Q. I wa8 thinking of the t r e a t y ;  t h a t  is 

enough t o  ma!re them go 

A .  Yes; t h a t  has brought the Indians -- 
there  has been an e f f o r t  t o  deprive thern o f  the 

r i g h t  t o  f i s h  there,  and the Lumni Indians are 

f i s h i n g  the re  in  l a r z e r  numbers this year than 

ever before, on account of t he  f a c t  $hat the 

Br i t i sh  Columbia Indians, there  is a quest ion Of 
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t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  f i s h  +,here. I was going t o  

remark, t h a t  these locations hzve beex ha2ded 

down f r o m  f a m i l y  t o  family, and the  loca t ions  

they have now were owned b y  t h e i r  forefethers ,  

and t-le Inc!ians w o - d i ~  sooner thinl-: o f  k i l l i n g  

each o*,her tha? i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  each o f ,he r ' s  

r i g h t s .  

Q. O f  coLlrse t h i s  case betwaen t h e  Indians 

and whites f i s h i n c  there  is no t  f i n i shed .  

A. No, i t  is  not, f inished.  There i s  no 

question but w!iat the Indians have been p r a c t i -  

c a l l y  shut out.  I w a s  ovei. t h e r e  a c o u p l e  of 

weeks ago and up t o  t ha t  t h e  the;. had not 

calqht enough f i s h  t o  e a t .  I have seen the 

Indians br ing  in  60,000 salmon a t  one time 

f i sh ing .  

Q. How many Indians would  t h e e  have been 

t o  c a t c h  tha t  number? 

A. well,  p robab ly  not more than 15  

canoe@, and probably l e s s  -- probably 100 

Indiana w i t h  15  canoe^)^ 

Q. And a l l  using t h e i r  -- what do :;ou 

call it? 

A. Their r e e f  net. 
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Q m  

f i s h i n g  a t  Poin t  Roberts? 

m e n  d id  the whites begin t o  do much 

A. Well, my experience; 1 began f i s h i n g  

there  in  1874; that is the f h s t  season I f ished 

there.  

Q. Anybody else fish there  before? 

A. Yes, sir; there  has been other  p a r t i e s  

f i s h i n g  the re  along in the ea r ly  '60's; some 

white men from the Fraaer River. 

Q m  D i d  t h e y  keep it  up? 

A. Well, no; they did f o r  2 or 3 years i n  

a small way, but i t  r e a l l y  d i d  not cut much 

figure, the salmon business,  w i t h  r espec t  t o  the 

white people  u n t i l  about 1876. 

2 o r  3 firms came f r o m  S e a t t l e  and put up salmon 

there,  and I p u t  up salmon from 1874 r i g h t  

Then there  were 

along t o  1887 o r  8. 

e* Before you came the re  d id  the  whites 

do any o the r  fishing? 

A. Yes'; there  had been drag seines,  but 

no trap f bhing. 

8.  m e r e  would they seine? 

A. They are seining on the weet s ide  of 

Q. On the ou te r  aide? 
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A. Y e s ,  sir .  

Q. Bet t e r  se in ing  grounds on the outer 

eide? 

A. Well, yea; i t  is b e t t e r  a8 the g r o d  

around the poin t  - they keep right c l o s e  t o  the 

poin t ,  and there  is no rocks there ,  and t h a t  is 

why they seined there .  Ther-e never was ani 

g rea t  catches made there  i n  my experience; 300 

o r  400 vas the most they would c a t & .  I an 

speaking p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  the sockeye salmon i n  

the f a l l ;  o f  course, the f a l l  silver salmon, 

more white men were engaged than during t he  

sockeye season.  

* 

Q. Mou d id  some se in ing  there  yourself’? 

A. Yes; 1 seined f o r  s o c k e y e ,  bxt w i t h  

not much S U C C 6 8 8 .  

Q. D i d  YOU get most o f  your f i sh  from the 

Ind iane? 

A. Yes; I bought most  o f  my f i sh  from 

the  Indians. 

Q. Did you seine a t  the same place that 

the others .did, around off here? 

Ab Yeu, about the sane place.  There was 

about 1 l/2 m i l e s  there on the outside of the 

Poiat b e d i a t e l y  in front of  the l i gh t  house 
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reserve and northward. 

Q, Why wasn't there good seining ground 

where the cannery is4 

A. It is toonrocky i n  the first place .  

The seines ar'e about 2 fathoms deep in the  wings 

and about 4 or 5 fathoms in  the bunt, and these 

rocks made i t  almost impossible t o  seine there. 

Q. What was the fishery o f  the  Indians? 

Did they fish early for the spring salmon a t  all? 

A. No, a i r ,  onlg the sockeye. 

Q. They (lid not fish a f t e r  the sockeye 

run was over? 

A. well, they would remain there until 

the first of the humpback aalmon came and they 

would catch and dry irrnnense quantities. when 

I went t o  Point Roberts, where the cannery is 

now located, and the other s p i t  up the beach 

porn there where the Indians are l i v i n g  nor, 

that land rae all oovered w i t h  raOk8, every f e r .  

feet ,  down t o  high rater mark, there raa these 

drying raSk8 there. 

Q. They dried the sockeye of course? 

A. Yes. 

Q. ft ha8 generally been a i d  that salmon 

w e  not very good t o  dry i n  that way, taken in 
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a a l t  water, is t h a t  8 f a c t ?  

A. O h ,  3 o t  a t  a l l .  The very f a c t  o f  the 

Indians coming from such long d is tances  and 

f i s h i n g  there  and f i g h t i n g  for the r i g h t s  t o  

fish, and 1 have seen the-. myself a f t e r  the 

aeason 7 8 s  o v e r  w i t h  the l a r g e  canoes carr;?ing 

1 o r  2 t ons  o f  those d r i e d  fish t o  move them 

away 

Q. What I r e fe r r ed  t o ;  the  r ichness  o f  t h e  

salmon may not apply t o  the sp r ing  salmon; I am 

not sure  t h a t  they d r i ed  them unt i l  they had 

made t h e i r  way tcp the r i v e r  axd b e c o m  thin. 

A. Well, I don? think there is anything 

in t h a t ;  the Indians sundry them m o s t l y ;  jus t  

keep a l i t t l e  smoke eoing a l l  the time. 

8. How late i n  the season would the;r f i sh?  

A. ' They generally cane  t o  Poin t  Roberts, 

the  Indians do, along about the  f irst  o f  J u l y  

and remain there  unt i l  the f irst  o r  second week 

in September 

Q. They dont belong there  a t  a l l ;  they 

all l eave  there? 

A. They all leave there ,  yes Sir. 

Q. They did not do any o the r  f i s h i n g  

theret 
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A. Yes. I w a s  going t o  remark tha t  8 o r  

10 Years ago, and up t o  about 6 years ago, they 

used t o  catch a great mawj dog f i s h  there ,  and 

the  Lurnmi Indians p r i n c i p a l l y  would go t o  Point 

Roberts and make t h a t  t h e i r  headquarters, going 

i n  the month o f  March and f i s h  there  u n t i l  t h  

salmon came. They would stay r i g h t  there.  

They used t o  c a t c h  them i n  ne t s  and with t r o t  

l i n e s .  They used the t r o t  l i n e s  w i t h  150 t o  

200 hooks, and then they would use a kind o f  g i l l  

ne t ,  aubmerged on the  f l a t s  and r e a t i n g  on the 

bottom, and the  dog f i s h  swimming around would 

become entangled. They would be about 100 

fathoms long and t h e y  would put cedar s t i c k 8  

about ever7 S o r  6 f e e t  t o  keep the  ne t  from 

being r o l l e d  up, and used t o  catch them that 

r a y  

Q. What d i d  they use f o r  f l o a t s ,  Mything? 

A. Nothing a t  a l l ,  except the cedar; they 

mould s t r e t c h  them out and anchor theme 

bad no ocoasion t o  use f loa t s  t o  keep them 

perpendicular 

meY 

Q. 18 that a l l  the f i s h  they used t o  take? 

A. Yea, sir; that is a l l .  They used t o  



-9- 

dry a great many clams there. 

Q* 
vat  ion? 

Did they use t o  dry them for preaer- 

A* y e s ;  Point Roberts is noted f o r  i t 8  

C l a m s .  

clams there.  Stilsgeon; they take large 

quantities o f  sturgeon too i n  the month o f  June 

up i n  Boundary Bay. Sturgeon go up in  the Bay 

f pres-me to feed on t h i s  prawn, I think you ca l l  

them The Iturgeon, dog f i s h  and salmon are 

about all they uae there. 

They make a basiness o f  co l lect ing  

e a  well, nor, during the early time, o f  

courue they caught only for their own use? 

A. Yea, that 1s all. 

Q. And did not sell any? 

A. Hot; it raa just dry salmon, and the 

businers ras very  s m a l l  up to the time I ~ m t  

there. 1 Used t o  put up f r o m  200 to a6 high 

8s 1,900 barrels in  a seaeon there. 

e. That was salted? 

A. Y e s ,  s ir.  

e. 
A. Principally to  San Francisco, and mmle 

%re did  those salmon Use t o  go to? 

a few shipment8 t o  Australia on sa i l ing  v e s ~ e l r -  

0. rrp t o  the time you rent into i t ,  V*r* 
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YOU the O n l y  one there? 

A *  No, s i r ;  there  w a s  a M r .  Levy *om 

S e a t t l e ;  he '111811 engaged there  for severa l  years 

buying f i s h  from the .Indians and bar re l ing .  

But the f i s h e r y  wa8 a ver;r ~ m l l  one? 

A. Yes, sir. 

e- m a t  d id  you take, aw-thing b u t  the 

- 

sockeye? 

A -  Bo, s i r ;  j u s t  the sockeye. 

Q. Did not get  an;r spr ing  aalmon? 

A. No, sir. The sp r ing  salmon r-un in  the 

ea r ly  p a r t  o f  the season and the weather is t o o  

8tormy~ I p r e s m e  i f  the:: could f i s h  there 

when the weather is  good they c o u l d  c a t c h  q u i l e  

numbers of  sp r ing  salmon. Humpbacks, I never 

could f ind  a eood market f o r ,  but I think the 

day is coming when there  ought t o  be a good 

market for those f i s h ;  and that is one o f  the  

biggest Objection8 t o  the t raps .  

the traps, and what can they do w i t h  them but 

destroy them; and they a r e  a very f i n e  f i sh ,  a l l  

except the color. 

belong to our  fa l l  salmon; t h a t  ia.Hone salmon- 

They go i n  

me ea r ly  run  I: consider 

Q. mat i r  that name from? 
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A. Well, i t  is a n  Indian name. It is 

derived - I think it is a n  Indian term f o r  

humpback. The o ther  name, hado, i a  the  term 

the Indian8 give them up around Puget Sound 

and around Sea t t l e .  

Q. m a t  e l ae  is there  that is i n t e r e s t i n g  

about the e a r l y  f i3h ing  ap t o  the t h e  when 

the;‘ began t o  ase pound n e t s  ana traps? 

A. Well; there  is the quest ion o f  why the 

Indians frequent those p o i n t s .  That is 8 

matter t h a t  I think I have made somewhat of  a 

study  of- You take our spr ing  salmon and the 

f a l l  o r  s i l v e r  salmon, coho they c a l l  them, 

which is  an Indian term, they will t a k e  b a i t .  

You c a n  ca tch  a g rea t  many of the!?. But the 

sockeye, we have never known them t o  take b a i t ,  

and 1 have examined thousands o f  then and we 

never f ind anything but a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  yellow 

substance i n  t h e i r - b e l l y ,  and t he  Indians think 

they frequent those r ee f  became there  is a 

small crustacean around those k e l p a .  They are 

caught i n  g r e a t e r  abundance on those r e e f s  -- 
Here a t  humi Island there  is a g rea t  fishery, 

and a t  every po in t  where those kelp8 are 

abundant we can Batch those fish. There is a 
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point  a t  the southernend of  San Juan Is land;  

on the  southwestern end of San Juan the1.e a r c  2 

Poin ts  there  where they touch on Lopez, and 

they w o a d ,  of C o u r i e ,  reach over there  t o  

hmmi - their are caught i n  g r e a t  abundance. 

Vil lage Poin t  is another g rea t  point .  

You have been acquainted with the Indians 

't 

catching f i s h  i n  e a r l y  dags, m a i n g  t h e i r  nets ,  

e tc .?  The Indians in ear ly  days manufactured 

t h e i r  n e t s  from d r y  cedar r o o t a .  When I first 

went t o  P o i n z  Roberts,/' I should imagine there  

must have Lee2 50 tons or more o f  tl i is  n e t t i n g  

they had there ,  and the  Indiens t o l d  me i t  would 

take them all winter t o  g e t  out  enough o f  t h i s  

f i b r e  t o  make ne ts ,  and they would o n l y  l a s t  one 

season. If you w i l l  leave your address I can 

forward a sample of t h a t  at any time. I had 

one of' the  o l d  Indians t o  go t o  ~ o r k  and make 

some. The loca / t ion  o f  the r e e f  where the I n l i a n  

ficlh their ne t s  - i t  is o n l y  the o lder  members - 
there a r e  very f e r  men can t e l l  when the f i s h  

are s w h i n g  here, and it  is general ly  the older 

men who can t e l l .  In  the f irst  place t h e y  have 

t o  cut a channel through this k e l p ,  and t h i s  O l d  
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Indian r i l l  stand in the canoe and give the 

Signale when the f i s h  were supposed t o  be 

s w h i n g  through, and they would l i f t  the nets .  

The n e t s  they used t o  have were about half' the 

s i z e  of the ne t s  they have now. 

f i sh ing  they had discarded t h e i r  o l d  twihe, with 

very few exceptions. The;. could ge t  t h e i r  

twine so much e a s i e r  t ha t  i t  w o u l d  not pay t o  

manufacture i t .  

m e ?  I began 

8 s  Now, suppose we take the d i f f e r e n t  

kinds of  salmon, i n  a general way, and t r ace  

out their course, seasons, e t c . ;  now, the 

sockeye salmoq' w h a t  do you know about them 

previous t o  t h e i r  en te r ing  the  Fraser  River? 

Where do  they come f r o m t  

A. Well, of  course t h e i r  course is t raced 

f r o m  the mouth of the  Cape; they appear a t  tk 

mouth o f  the Cape along i n  June. The7 a re  not 

caught there  t o  any extent  u n t i l  they ge t  UP to 

Vic to r i a ;  the:r fo l low up on the Bri t ish C o l ~ b i a  

s ide  of the S t r a i t r .  

Q. They dont fol low the American s i d e  at 

a l l ?  
rs 

A. NO, sir; they keep on the o the r  s ide  of 
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the S t r a i t s ,  and the f i r s t  point the;. touch 

where they a r e  caught in  any quant i ty  is a t  a 

place ca l l ed  Sooke, a t  Becher Bag; t h a t  is  

the  first place they touch  at. 

e. 1 have been a t  work on that  and have 

been xp t o  P o r t  Angeles, and on the Br i t i sh  

s ide ,  and I cannot find any t r a c e  o f  their being 

caught along the south shore a t  all, a t  Neah 

Bay even, nor a t  Por t  Angeles, excepting a few 

s t r a y  ones. 
- 

A. Yes; the Indians t o l d  m e  around Clallam 

-- 1 w a s  i*'mning a vessel  down t h e r e  and made 

inqu i r i e s  with reference t o  making a loca - t ion  

f o r  a cannery, and made d i l i g e n t  inquiries f r o m  

the  Indians,  but t heg  t o l d  m e  that  t h e y  had 

never heard o f  t h e i r  being caTeht a t  any 

poin t  below Becher Bay. 

Q. men they g e t  . ~ p  there  w h a t  do they do? 

A. Well, they f o l l o w  up u n t i l  they ge t  t o  

Trial Island. O f f  Race Rock8 they occasional ly  

ca tch  a few, but the waters are too  s w i f t  t o  

work to advantage. A portion of them go up 

through Haro Channel and up along through Active 

Pars and out through there  (Referr ing t o  map). 
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They appear t o  divide r i g h t  off Discovery 

IslaEd and a Por t ion  O f  them go along the south 

end of Sari JUan faland and f o l l o w  around in to  

Rosario S t r a i t s  and up Rosario S t r a i t s  acrose 

t o  L m i ,  and then on up t o  B i r c h  Bay, and tha t  

is the poin t  where theg a re  found qu i t e  abund- 

an t ,  although they have not put i n  t r aps  i n  

there ,  but the I n d k n s  have taken them i n  qui te  

good q u a n t i t i e s ;  and then they work up around 

Point  Roberts. 

Q. Do they go between Lopez and San J U ?  

A. Well; they s t r agg le  through some. 

Around Stewart Islarid is qu i t e  a place t o  catch 

them. A p a r t  go up t o  the west and a p a r t  t o  

the e a s t  o f  San Juan Is land,  as the;’ come in.  

They apparently a l l  go i n  a body, and they feed 

a t  these d i f f e r e n t  po in ts .  That is a subject  

I would l i k e  t o  Imow ebout, what they ea t .  

Q. How, where do they s t r i k e  a f t e r  they 

ge t  up above the ielands? 

A. Well, those that go up thr.oWh Active 

Pass s t r i k e  r i g h t  across  the s t r a i t s  and enter 

the Praeer  River: channel. we have w h a t  is 

c a l l e d  Canoe Pass. 

rounding Poin t  Roberts here e n t e r  Canoe 

The m o s t  of  the salmon 
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and t h e  f i s h  coming th-ough Active Pass en te r  

the main r i v e r .  Some years most  o f  the salmon 

go up Canoe Pass and o the r  7eai-s rnost o f  then 

w i l l  gc up the main r i v e r ,  and the l z s t  few 

Years a ?;reat many have been going up the North 

Fork . 
%e f i s h e r i e s ,  a s  I understand i t ,  

ex tend o u t  something 1 i k e  this ( i l l u s t r a t i n g ) ?  

A. Yes, the:. rxn o u t  3 o r  4 miles and I 

unc?.ers tand this season they have extended 

near ly  across ,  but they never d id  before. Years 

ago they d i d  not f i s h  i n  Canoe Pass a t  a l l ;  i t  

mas a l l  i n  the main r i v e r .  

Q. We went o u t  i n  the main charnel fJlllbm 

Ladner'o Landing and there  was a tremendous 

cluster of  boats off Canoe Pass, and they were 

f i s h i n g t o  seaward a s  f a r  a s  we could see;  there  

r e r e  400 o r  500 boats a t  sea that  d a y .  

A. Yes? Well, t h i s  is the f i rs t  gear  that 

any f i s h i n g  t o  speak of has been done out there 

and 'I presume the;' are ca tch ing  f i s h  out  there 

au I dont see any reason w h y  they should not,  

the water from the  r i v e r  makes that Water very 

brackish and di rao lored .  

4. Hepe i r r  the p o i n t  that puzzler me: 
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whether the bulk o f  these fish go up i n t o  

Roundary Bay and go around o r  not. 

A -  I think not-  I dont think that but a 

mal1 por t ion  o f  the aalmon that en ter  the 

*raiser go around Poin t  Roberts. 

some people  think that a g rea t  many come 

i n  from the  northern po in t  o f  Vancouver, but 1 

dont know anything about t ha t .  I have inquired 

from 801136 Indians a t  Nanaimo, but they have no 

knowledge of it .  

Of course, 

Q- Now, l eav ing  out the q u e s t i o n  o f  the 

Zndians there ,  the poin t -  that Great B r i t a i n  

makes is th i s :  Whether the n e t s  here can be put 

i n  so a6 t o  i n t e r f e r e  v i t h  the m a i n  b o d y  o f  f i s h  

that en te r  the Fraser  River. 

A -  I think not; I dont think it w i l l  i n t e r -  

f e r e  w i t h  the main body. 

Q. But a l l  the sockeye t,Wt pass around 

the po in t  keep p r e t t y  c lose t o  the shore- 

A. No, s i r ;  they come i n  such immense 

numbers t.hat t h e y  s t r e t c h  out f r o m  shore; i n  a 

b i g  year you w i l l  see them f o r  3 o r  4 miles off 

the poin t ,  and you rill see thousands of  them 

out  of the wrter  a t  any time. 

Q. YOU dont think tM they S - l Y  skirt 
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the shore? 

A. No, s i r ;  1 think but a small por t ion  

s!.:irt the shore. There a r e  such immense 

q u a n t i t i e s  o f  them that while they may approach 

the poin t  t o  feed, the water is j u s t  a l i v e  with 

them 

Q. How fa r  do they g o  up in to  Boundar;. 

Bay? 

A. About half a mile the other  s i d e  o f  the 

boundary l i n e  w o u l d  be about as far as they go. 

Q. You have been over t he re  this year? 

A. Y e 8 ,  s i r .  

Q. The b r i t i s h  have 2 trar)s on the  northern 

s ide  of  the l ine;  they caught nothing i n  them 

l a s t  year o r  t h i s  year up t o  the time we were 

the re ;  do you think they are t o o  f a r  in? 

A .  Yes, s i r ;  there  is no quest ion about 

that. 

Q. M r .  P i k e  has a net just south of the 

l i n e ;  i t  would apply  equal ly  w e l l  t o  that? 

A. Ye8, sir; i t  ri l l ;  I think the f i e h  

they c a t c h  there rill not cut any figure at all ,  

although in a big year they may etraggle in, 

especial ly  if the  tide happens t o  be high and 

8 trong southrss terly w i n d  
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8.  M r .  Goodfellow says h i s  ne t  is a poor 

one 

A. Yes, I presune i t  is. If x were going 

t o  Put a t r a p  there  I would  not put  i t  a t  any 

Point where they have them. 

Q.. Mr- fioodfellor said the  bes t  po in t  

was the om! off the cannery f o r  t rap nets .  

A. Y e s ;  r i g h t  off the cannery on the reef, 

where the 3 traps a re .  

e. And the  n w t ,  he says, is  the  l i g h t  

house poin t .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that b e t t e r  than where W r i g h t ' s  is? 

A. Yes; simpl;: because i t  is  deer water 

and the fish round p r e t t y  c lose  t o  that  point 

and i t  i s  r igh t  i n  the  course o f  all the  f i sh ,  

and when they ge t  around that poin t  the;. s c a t t e r  

out a s  i t  i s  shallow water. The deeper the water 

t h e  l a r g e r  the schools and the  c l o s e r  in. 

&. You have never heard o f  the  sockeye  

t ak ing  b a i t ?  

A. No, sir; I have t r i e d  among t h e  

schools many times, and the  I n d i m s  t e l l  me 

they w i l l  not. 

0. We have had some very c o n f l i c t i n g  



-20- 

testimon;l on  t h a t  subject  a t  o ther  places about 

here,  and j u s t  as p o s i t i v e  opinions b o t h  vays, 

but o n l y  a few w!io s a y  they have been t a k e n  trJr 
t r o l l i n g .  

A. I have t r o l l e d  w i t h  spoon b a i t  and 

w i t h  sardines ,  and wllere I woul2 naturally book 

them, for hours a t  a time, and never g o t  a b i t e .  

I have caught spr ing  salmon end fall szlrnon. 

I used t o  be a n  en thus i a s t i c  fisherman when I 

f i r s t  came here. 
8 

Q. Well, now, about the spr ing  salmon, do 

you know much about t h e i r  movements? 

A. Yes, 1 made that qilite a study, al- 

though the l a s t  few years I d id  i t  w i t h  the 

idea of' l oca t ing  t r aps  t o  c a t c h  fish during the 

winter. months here. we have 2 runs of spring 

salmon; we have a run that occzs along in  

February; they follow the her r ing  up the Gulf  

and they a r e  in  qu i t e  numbers, and ap:tarently 

thoae f i s h  a l l  e n t e r  the  Fraser  River. They 

j u s t  follow up on  the coast ,  and p r o b a b l y  s t ay  

longer by reason of the zbundance of herring 

f o r  feed. 

Q. bo they take the same course as the  
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A. Yes, j u s t  about the same coume; that 

A t  Lummi Is land they go is f r o m  Lummi Island. 

on the  inside instead o f  the outside.  

Q. Do they come f rom the S t r a i t s  o f  Fuca 

then? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you z e t  them through the Strai ts  o f  

Fuca? 

A. I have heard they a r e  caught by the 

Indians t r o l l i n g ;  the;r c a t c h  them on b o t h  s ides  

down the S t r a i t s .  I think the spring salmon 

e n t e r  the m i t e  River near S e a t t l e  -- one o f  

those r i v e r s .  

Q. Would they en te r  during the first r m  

i n  February? 

A. Y e s ,  I think so. 

Q. When does your  second run come? 

A. That oecurs the  l a t t e r  end of  Apri l  and 

continues then  f o r  about 60 o r  90 days. 

e. 
A. 

Do they then keep on up t o  J u l y ?  

Yes; and a t  the canneries they have 

been catching them a l l  sumner -- part o f  them 

white and part red. 

e. Do they get them again i n  the fa l l?  
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A. Yes, they continue i n  the fall, but 

they became diminished. Af te r  the first o f  

August they become diminished and straggle  along 

0.. You dont have a l o t  separa te ly  i n  the 

fa l l?  

A. No, sir.  

Q. When do you find the  most white salmon? 

A. Well, i n  the ear ly  spr ing  we c a t c h  more 

o f  then, that has been my experience; though, as 

a matter  o f  f a c t ,  1 have never f ished t!iem t o  

any g rea t  extent  and never bought many o f  them, 

but m y  fishermen a t  It-mi and the white men t e l l  

you that t h i s  ea r ly  run -- 
Q. We have heard i t  said that the spring 

run can be taken i n  smll q l lan t i t i es  at  most  

any time o f  the gear here.  

A. Well, there  is no quest ion about that. 

Q. I s  there  any time wnerr the:r a r e  absent? 

A ,  Well, the spr ing  salmon are confounded 

with the jack salmon a good dea l ;  :hey resemble 

the spr ing  salmon, o n l y  the;’ a r e  not q u i t e  as 

l a rge .  

Q. 

A. 

What is  t h e  jack salmon? 

Well, i n  appearance i t  is spotted, 
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s i m i l a r  t o  the s p r i n g  salmon, but not as large, 

about 1/3 l e s s  i n  size. 

Q. When do they cone? 

A.  They a r e  fbund d>a-inc t h e  win te r ;  they 

begin a long  i n  the  esrl;r w in te r  and cont inue 

u n t i l  spr ing .  They a r e  ca?-ight u;' i l l  S e a t t l e  

and! around t:le bays,  t h e  fis!lerr?e!l s e i n e  then, 

and t l ~ e y  a r e  caugllt bbr 1nciia:zs t r o l l i 2 :  then. 

The;r a r e  caught i n  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s .  B*zt I 

be l i eve  they a r e  p u t t i n g  o u t  trars now ammid 

E v e r e t t  and ca t ch ing  q a i t e  l a r g e  q>xan t i t i e s  o f  

then. 

Q. So you third: i t  i s  t he  sann syec ie s?  

A. I would no: be s u r p r i s e d  if i t  was. 

Q. I t  has l e d  me t o  lvonder i f  t!ie sFr ing  

salmon 60 o u t  beyond the  S t r a i t s .  

A. The Indians  t e l l  n e  that  t h e y  ca t ch  

them all t he  year round, and i t  i s  a f a c t .  up 

a t  P o r t  Gamble and a t  Hoods Canal they c a t c h  

them a l l  the year  i-oxnd. 

Q. To r e t u r n  t o  the sockeye, you say a 

few s t r a g g l i n g  sockeye have been taken? 

A. Xn the Hooksack, yes, sir. 

a. 
A. So, sir. I have heard t h e y  have been 

Do you know of them i n  m y  o t h e r  r i v e r ?  



caught i n  the s a g i t ,  but I never place much 

credence i n  those reports .  

-0. Now, the next salmon is  the humpback; 

is  t h a t  found i n  the S t r a i t s  a t  all? 

A. Y e s ,  sir.  I know of them o n l y  from -- 
out h e m  off Smith Is land in the S t r a i t s  is the 

f a r t h e s t  point  t o  the southward t h a t  I have 

heard o f  them, bllt the;. are well defined; they 

j U W  i n  such grea t  numbers; they a re  the most 

numerous f i s h  we have of the salmon t r i b e .  

When do they rim and where do they run? 

A- They begin r m n i n g  inxediately a f t e r  

the sockeye run, which occur8 along about the  

4 t h  o r  5th of August. 

0,. Some run a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r ?  

A. oh, yes; they catcha few, but the main 

body come i n  then. They a re  r-mnlng heavily 

now, and, of course, they only run every other  

year 

9 .  What are  they good for9 

A. Well, I regard tnem a8 a good, market- 

abhe fish. They are a S u p e r l o r  f i sh  to the  

mil salmon o r  silver salmon; they a r e  much 

r i c h e r -  
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e. oood color9 

A *  No, the  color  is  a s i n s t  them. They 

are a l i g h t  pink co lor .  

e. Do the:‘ g e t  therr! among the San Juan 

I s land s 4 

A. Yes, s i r ;  they follow p r e t t y  mucl.1 the 

same course a s  the  sockeye, biit  they di s t r i b u t e  

themselves a l l  o v e r  the Souqd. Tile:. SO u;, 

White River and Skagit River i n  g rea t  q u a n t i t i e s  

and they Ere t h e  most  numerous on the Skagit 

River. 

Q. W i l l  they take a hook7 

A. 170, sir. 

Q. NOW, the next a r e  t!ie dog salmon. 

A. They a re  a l a r g e  f i sh ,bu t  the color 

is agains t  them, and t h e i r  outs ide a’->pearance 

t o  look a t ,  they are  a variegated blac?.,, ugly 

looking f i s h  t o  l o o k  a t ,  but Mlers i n  S e a t t l e  

i s  canning them extensively.  1 cmnot  see 

why he should not use  the hone in preference t o  

dog salmon, although he may US8 both- I Pre- 

sume he pu t s  the dog salmon up i n  the season 

the hone w i l l  not run- 

Q. How about the  dog salmon around- Point 

bber t s ,  do you know of t h e i r  occurrencef 
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A- Yes, they a re  there ,  but the Indians 

never bot!ler about catching they; they have 

never been csught t o  my knowledse i n  any quan- 

t i t i e s ,  as they general ly  run l a t e r .  They 

run -- tile s i l v e r  salmon f o l l o 7  the hone and 

the doc salmon next. 

Q. How about t!ie s i l v e r  salmon ar0u.d 

Poin t  Roberts? 

A.  Well, f o r  the l a s t  4 o r  5 years  the 

s i l v e r  s a h o n  have been powin,-- l e s s  every year. 

When I begs? fisliin,rr i n  1874 a l l  the srnall bays 

on t3e Gulf -- Semiahmoo Bay, B i r c h  Bay, Belling- 

ham Bay and Sanish were g rea t  p laces  f o r  s i l v e r  

salmon. ‘Ye used t o  f i s h  and s e l l  them t o  the 

Fraser  Ritrer. Ye bezan t o  f i s h  i n  1879, and 

there  was employed probably 200 men f i s h i n g  

those salmon, and they have p r a c t i c a l l y  exterm- 

inated the salmon. m e n  I be,Tn I had a small 

seine about 30 fathoms lonc,  manned b y  5 men, 

and we found no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p u t t i n g  up 400 or 

m o r  a thousand b a r r e l s  o f  salmon i n  Semialanoo 

Bay, w i t h  the short seine,  and i n  3 o r  4 yeam 

they became almost ex temlna ted ,  by hauling 

seines a t  the  mouths o f  the r i v e r s  a s  they 

entered. I haw hauled as hizh Q 8  100 b R n ‘ 8 1 8  



O f  salmon a t  one haul. 

Q- 
salmon have s?iown s igns  of  decrease? 

DO Y O U  know nhether any of  t h e  o the r  

A. go, s i r ;  not i n  t h i s  l o c a l i t y ,  because 

they ha”e not  f i shed  f o r  the o t h e r  salmon a8 

p e r s i s t e n t l y  as they have f o r  those. O f  course 

previous t o  the canneries a t  Elaine, the Indian 

methods d i d  not c u t  any f5 p r e .  I think the 

sockeyes a r e  increasin?,  and i t  is all owinl: t o  

the e f f e c t s  o f  the B r i t i s h  Columbia a u t h o r i t i e s  

in propagating salmon. This year i s  regarded 

as an o f f  pea?, but a g rea t e r  run o f  f i s h  has 

been caught, and I lay i t  t o  the e f f e c t s  o f  the 

ha tcher ies .  The fall salmon, i t  is  hardly 

worth while f i sh in?  f o r  them, the  q u a n t i t i e s  

have become so decreased t h a t  there  is not any 

at, a l l  i n  fact; t h a t  i s  t h e  silver salmon. 

We have l a t e r ;  i n  the winter  we have what i s  

known 8s the  s tee lhead  salmon, and l a s t  Year 

they e v e  employment t o  qu i t e  a number o f  fish- 

emen  here,  and were shipped e a s t -  They run i n  

Bellinc?iam Bay a l l  winter.  

Q. HOW about the  s tee lhead  at P o i n t  

Roberts, can you t e l l  m e  anything about it there* 

A. No, sir- 
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Q. ??ow, somethinp about the modern f i s h i n g  

a t  Po in t  Roberts; when were trap ne t s  f i rs t  used 

there?  

A.  In  the  year 1885 I think was the f irst  

A ma2 named John Waller brought them year. 

there .  He fis!led there  f o r  about 4 years w i t h  

varyin!: success;  i t  was p r e t t y  much an e q e r i m e n t  

s i m p l y .  

Q. W i t ! i  one t r a p  only? 

A. Yes, s ir .  

Q. What d i d  he do w i t h  !lis fish? 

A.  Well, he ba rwed  them, arid s o l d  con- 

s ide rab le  t o  t!Ie Fraser  River c a m e r i e s  there. 

He s o l d  the l a r p r  p a r t  t o  the canneries  and 

s a l t e d  the r e s t .  

e* 
run? 

A, 

Q. 
A.  

Q. 
A. 

He would s e t  o n l y  du r inz  t?le sockeye 

Yea, sir. 

Where was his n e t ?  

Right i n  f r o n t  o f  the caruiery.  

Did he  own the  land  the re  then. 

He was a s q u a t t e r a t  t h a t  t h e .  I t  is 

the p iece  that is covered by Mrs. Waller ' s  claim. 

Q. xhy did  she change her  c la im? 

A. In order t o  acquire the spot  where the 
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Q. Wasn't he too l a t e ?  

A. Oh, yes; he was not there  i n  1884. 

He has no show a t  a l l .  

Q. Only, there  is this  thing: There kss 

been a conteet  between him and - 8 .  Waller, and 



vhatever i t  was, it vas decided i n  her  favor by 

the Land Office, aad w h e t h e r  t ha t  r e fe r r ed  t o  

the extent  o f  her claim o r  which range was 

c l a h e d  I dont know. 

A. miat is as I understand i t ,  but the 

pa ten t  has not been issued. She moved her 

o r i g i n a l  en t ry  t o  the extent  o f  acquir ing the 

balance of that property,  and the Indians a r e  

s t i l l  there. 

Q. O f  course, t he re  i s  n o  quest ion about 

the  r i g h t s  o f  tlie Indians t o  fish there  under 

our t r ea ty .  What would  be their rights to 

squat and make a camp f o r  the time being? 

A. They have all tlie right i n  the  world. 

Q. How d i d  they chase them from the o ther  

po in t?  

A. Simply beca'se the  Indians d i d  no t  

know t h e i r  r ights .  I happened t o  run across  

a copy o f  the t r e a t y ,  and it guarantees them 

pe r fec t  r igh t  t o  f i sh  a t  a l l  t h e i r  usual places ,  

and there  was a ca8e brouzht i n  court  here 

where a man had pre-empted 100 acres  on the 

Columbia River and was using i t  f o r  famlng  

purpoees, and the Indians came there and the  
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man n a t u r a l l y  objected t o  t h e i r  mint on his 

land and he' e j ec t ed  the-, and a su i t  w a s  

broueht.and the Indians were defeated.  I t  was 

appealed t o  the Supreme Court ,  and t!ie Supreme 

Court went over. it, and uncler the t r e a t y  they 

claimed the  United S t a t e s  Government was bourd 

t o  respec t  t h e i r  treaty, and t h a t  man had t o  

throw down h i s  fences and allow then t o  f i sh .  

Q. When Mr. Waller had his t r a p  there,  how 

l a r g e  a t r ap  d id  he have? 

A.  He had a leader I should judge probably 

not  more  than 800 f e e t  long and the  po t  and 

h e a r t  would probably be 150 f e e t  more -- probably  

900 f e e t  a l toge ther .  The p o t  would be  probably 

20 f e e t  square. I t  d id  not cane in to  the  

shore; no t  probab1;r wi th in  100 yards o f  the  

shore. 

Q. When did  they add traps t o  his? 

A. Mr. Waller was followed by K i r b y ,  who 

is nor manager o f  t he  f i sh ing  department f o r  

the A l a s k a  Packing Company, and fie f i shed  the re  

from 1886, 1 think, u n t i l  about 1890, when he 

entered the Alaska Packing Company- 

Q. He fished alone? 
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A. Yes. He had but one t rap .  He 

acquired the  same l o c a t i o n  tllat tlr. Wmer had, 

and s imply  took !?is place.  

Q. D i d  he used the  same s i z e  ne t s?  

A. Well, he moved i t ;  he kept increasing 

the s i z e  o f  the  l ead  and changing the course o f  

the l e a d  and l o c a t i o n  generally.  He was 

experiment ing. 

Q. What o the r s  came i n  then? 

A. Well, M r .  Drysdale e rec ted  a cannery 

a t  Sedahmoo and i n  1890 put  i n  3 t raps .  

Q. Had t he re  only been one t r a p  up t o  

t h a t  time? 

A. Yes; t h a t  is a l l  up t o  1890. 

e. Goodfellow had not come i n  then? 

A. No, sir. W e l l ,  yes; I an mistaken. 

Goodfellow came in i n  1888 and p u t  i n  a2ofher 

trap near the boundary l i n e ,  so there  were 2 

t raps .  

Q. He had ID other t rap  u n t i l  l a s t  year? 

A. No, sir;  l a s t  year I think was the  

first tfme he had 2 t r aps .  

e. So t h a t  the 8dd i t ion  i n  the number of 

traps ha8 been made i n  1890 and subsequent years. 
- 

49 Yea, a i r .  
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Q. What d i d  M r .  Drysdale do i n  the  be- 

ginning; dkd  he t r y  t o  pu t  i n  more than one t rap?  

A. Well, the  first year I s o l d  him the 

property where h i s  cannery i s  located.  He came 

the re  from the  Fraser  River, a B r i t i s h  subjec t ,  

and he out l ined  his po l i cy  t o  me t h a t  he wished 

to  e n g a p  i n  the cannery business and acquire a 

monopoly, and he Tent t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  and got 

a l l  he asked, as our l e g i s l a t u r e  knew but l i t t l e  

about  i t  and cared but l i t t l e ,  and he g o t  a 

monopoly o f  t he  business,  and he looked with 

jealousy upon any one e l s e  g e t t i n g  i n  there ,  

but I am i n t e r e s t e d  i2 t5e way o f  seeing the 

i n t e r e s t  developed aTzd I have property r i g h t  

adjoining h i s  cannery, and he made me a very 

Sood o f f e r ,  but I ran ted  t o  see o the r s  i n  there .  

Af t e r  the second season I f i n a l l y  in t e re s t ed  M r .  

Wadhams from the  F rase r  River a l so .  That was 

i n  1892. He came there  and s t a r t e d  t o  p u t  up 

a cannery and dr ive  h i s  s takes  f o r  t r aps ,  and 

Mr. Drysdale got  ou t  an  injunct ion,  and they 

fought all summer i n  the  courts- Of course 

you a r e  aware o f  the f i s h i n g  laws here. 

attempted t o  enact laws f o r  the waters of  Puget 

Sound, and they did, giving p a r t i e s  rho had 

Tliey 



-34- 

made loca t ions  the p r i o r  r i g h t ,  

the  dis tance,  e t c .  lir. Wadhams 

and def in ing  

was confronted 

w i t h  the p ropos i t i on  t h a t  the o n l y  w a y  h e  c o u l d  

g e t  i n  was t o  defea t  t h a t  law; and they d i d  

so, as the  judge decided the waters o f  the 

Gulf o f  Georgia could not be construed as 

the  waters o f  Pu::et Sourid, and M r .  Wadhams came 

ii and put  u? h i s  t r aps  and the next season the  

Alaska Pack i n c  Company bought then b o t h  ou t .  

And the question i s  now the  law is  a dead l e t t e r  

and they a r e  not paying any l i c e n s e  f o r  those 

t raps ,  and i f  I want t o  p u t  a cannery up there  

I am confronted w i t h  the pro?os i t ion  t!iat we 

have no laws and they can dr ive  p i l e s  i n  f ront  

of me and d r ive  me out,  w!iich they threatened 

t o  do. They have no o the r  r i g h t s ,  and . there  is 

no question but what those waters should b e  

regarded as Puqet Sound. I have a wealthy 

company who w i l l  come in  and p u t  i n  a cannery 

there ,  but they said ‘Here! you have not 

enacted any laws here”.  1 r e n t  down l a s t  

v i n t e r  t o  try and have t’:e waters declared a s  

the rate’rs  of  Puget Sound, b p t  the Alaska 

Company had t h e i r  agent there  and they k i l l e d  
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t he  whole thing. Then, sockeye salmon, 4 years  

ago they threw ana7 50,000 sockeye salmon t o  my 

knowled3. Tiley would not  s e l l  them and would 

not permit o ther  men t o  fis!? f o r  thorn, and 

s i m p l y  t!lrew thern away, and they Ere thPowing 

away thousands every year. 

Q. Were there  ever 3s many pounc? n e t s  as 

there  a r e  now there? . 

A. O h ,  no, sir .  The Alaska Packing 

Company I thinll: have 8 or 9 i n  operation, and 

they have a reserve o f  5 o r  6 nore ready t o  put 

i n  i n  case any one drove t!iere. Last  year they 

caught more f i s h  w i t h  a l e s s  number o f  t r aps  

than they could pack, and this year the:' a r e  

p r a c t i c a l l y  doing the  same thing, and a re  

carrying the  f i s h  4 o r  5 days old .  

e= Take i t  on the  western  s i d e  there  am 

2 pound n e t s  nea r  the boundary l i n e ?  

A. Y e s ,  sir. 

Q. One o f  those belongs t o  Vright? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long has that pound n e t  been there ,  

do you know? 

A. I think t h i s  is t h e  t h i r d  season. 

Q. Then the A. P. A. pound n e t  there ,  how 
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long has t h a t  been there? 

A -  Tro seasons. 

Q. There never were pound n e t s  there  

before? 

A. Well; t o  go back to  tlie ea r ly  h i s to ry ,  

some p a r t i e s  i n  1878 put in a trap on the  

western s i d e  o f  the  poin t ,  but they d i d  not 

ca tch  anything. 

Q. Take i t  a t  w h a t  we can c a l l  the l i g h t  

house reserve,  how 1 0 2 ~  has the re  been pound 

ne ts  o n  t h a t ?  

A. miis is  the f i rs t  season w i t h  Mr. 

Goodfellor, and I think 3 season w i t h  the 

A. P o  A. 

Q. Are you sure? I thought t h a t  was more 

modern? 

A. Well, i t  n a y  be only 2, but I think i t  

is  3 seasons; and I am q u i t e  sure i t  is 3 

seasons, because Mr. Wymans f ished 3 seasons 

ago 

Q. m e n  was t h i s  law knocked out? 

A. The law was knocked out 2 pears ago 

this summer. They were obeying the  laws as 

long 8s they felt they had to.  
I 

% kr, on this inside of the point,  there 
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a r e  besides those 3 -- a r e  there  more than 5 

t r aps  now nor th  of  the  l i n e  o f  3f  

A. The Alaska Packing Company have 3 

trap8 and M r .  Goodfellor one, is 4; and Pike 

one, i s  5 .  That would make 8 f o r  the A. P. A .  

a l toge ther .  

Q. T!?ose have been i n  there  how long;  

those 3 ex t r a  ones o f  the A. P. A.? 

A They have been there  3 seasons, and I 

think one klqs been there  4 o r  5 seasons. 

Q. Nor, t o  c e t  a t  8oRe d e t a i l s  o f  the  

thing;  wmt size mesh do they use? 

A. Four inch mesh I understand. 

Q. I t  is smaller than t h a t ;  I think it 

is o n l y  3. 

A. Well, I r e c o l l e c t  Mr. Kirby's was 

always 4 inches. 

Q. Now the quest ion is, do they take too e 

many emall f i sh  i n  their  nets?  

A. They must take a great number, because 

in ma!:ing con t rac t s  with the  Fraser River 

f i shemen ,  their  salmon are all caught w i t h  6 or 

7 h u h  mesh, and they rill not give us the same 

price  per handred on the Fraaer that they do 

their fiahehn.n on the M s e r  River because .B 
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C O U l d C 8 t C h  80 small f ish.  

Q. How rill the sockeye range i n  s i z e  a t  

Po i n  t Rob e r  t s 9  

A. Well, the sockeye a r e  a very uniform 

fish; about 6 l b a .  fS the average. 

Q* 
A. 

grilse. 

Q- 
t r aps?  

A.  

e- 
s i z e  o f  

A. 

Do you get  many smell sockeye there? 

No, not many. There are a treat many 

Will they r e t a i n  the grilse i n  those 

Yes, sir. 

I dont know whether by increasing the 

the me8h i t  would  do any good. 

Well, I dont think i t  would  here;  they 

rill not take the t rouble  and the  fish a r e  

destroyed as 80011 as they a r e  taken out o f  the 

mesh. 

Q. 1 mean by  increasing the  mesh the  f i s h  

ril l  not escape. 

A. Bo, sir; I think not, because r e  ge t  

hundreds of brook t r o u t  that  are g i l l e d .  They 

can devise  a method o f  tak ing  them out  a s  they 

used t o  by l i f t i n g  them out and throw the  fish 

overboard. It would be more expensive t o  the 

kFwLnY, but i t  would prevent the  loss o f  fish. 
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Q. Do you th i& t h a t  ought t o  be done? 

A. I do. I have urged it i n  our papers 

here, b u t ,  o f  course, no one f e e l s  i n t e re s t ed  

enough, but i t  is imper i l l ing  the mount  o f  

salmon every year. 

Q. Of course, the thing is t o  look forward 

t o  the e f f e c t  and see how long the f ish a r e  

Going t o  hold out; t h a t  is whether they a re  t o  

be used up by t h i s  generat ion o r  not. And it 

s e h s  a s  t-hought they cou ld  throw o u t  those f i s h  

without much additional expense. 

A. I have used the very same p o i n t s  w i t h  - 
reference t o  t ha t ,  and I hope we can make 

s t a t u t o r y  l a w s  t o  cover that, and I think that 

can be done. I dont know but w h a t  the United 

S t a t e s  Government w i l l  make sucii suggestions,  

but it w i l l  be well for the  F i s h  Comission to 

make the  suggestions. 

Q. A t  the  same time, you dont want t o  

des troy the industry. 

A. Ho, indeed; i t  is our p r i n c i p a l  indus- 

t r y  here, and the only one that is paying a 

p r o f i t .  The Alaska Packing Company paid a 

dividsna of 42 per  cent l a s t  year,and t h i s  

e)ndfcate that omed the canneriee in British 
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Columbia they averased 30 p e r  cent dividends 

f o r  the l e s t  6 or 7 years, and they have been 

doing t h a t  wher, they heve been payinz double 

the P r i c e  that they paid on t h i s  s ide .  

Q- What do the f i s h  cos t  the A .  p .  A. on 

this side? 

A .  I was f i c y i n g  tile other day tha t  it  

was about 3 1/2 cents  a piece.  

Q- On the  Fraser  River t h e y  g e t  very few 

f i s h  un,!er 15 cents .  

A.  Yea, s i r ;  very few. 

Q. f3bw, w i t h  reference t o  the d is tance  

apa r t  that pound ne t s  should be s e t  -- the  

d is tance  e p a r t  l a t e r a l l y ?  

A. Well, I should say t h a t  they ought t o  

be at l e a s t  2,000 f e e t  apar t .  

a r e  only caught swimming one say. If I put  

one t r a p  up i t  makes no difference how many 

t r aps  are behind me, but i t  i s  a quest ioq o f  

having them so near,  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  

t he  poin t ;  the  f i sh  go r igh t  i n  there ,  apparently 

right fac ing  inshore on the reef .  

You see the  f i s h  

Q. T k y  come facing inshore? 

A. Yes; r i g h t  on the r e e f  they do, but 

they don% do it  in any other  po in t  in Boundary 
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Bay; they work around the shore and they go to  

feed on t h a t  r e e f .  

Q- The law f o r  Puget Souqd is intended t o  

provide tha t  the  ne t s  s h a l l  be a c e r t a i n  d i s -  

tance apa r t  l a t e r a l l y ,  and t h a t  n o  ne t s  shall 

be s e t  without l i cense ,  the Commissioner decid- 

ing how the  l i c e n s e  s h a l l  be given. 

A.  Yes, I thin!: i t  provides for an opening 

between each t rap  o f  600 o r  900 f e e t ,  which is 

probably all r ight .  

Q. Do you think that is a u f f i c i e n t ,  t o  

have the d is tanc9  between the:,. l a t e r a l l y  de- 

fined, and then wlien t r a p s  a r e  s e t  i n  a s t r i n g ,  

t o  have the d i s t ance  def ined there?  You would 

not limit the number i n  a s t r i n g ?  

A.  Well, yes; I thin!: so f o r  several rea- 

sons.  When you get  o u t  2,000 f e e t  i t  is  a 

menace t o  navigation, because i t  is  r i g h t  i n  the  

t rack o f  veese ls  a t  that po in t  t r ave l ing  from 

Mud Bay, and t he re  have been severa l  ves se l s  

dsmaged there .  I know a party who had t o  cu t  

the n e t s  t o  save h i s  boats. And i t  i s  coming 

t o  that eventually, that they w i l l  be putting 

t r a p s  h a l f  r a y  across t o  Semiahmoo i n  order  t o  

get ahead of people i n  shore, and i f  they keep 
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extendiW t!lose traps out  from shore they ape 

W i n g  t o  block navigation e n t i r e l y ,  S O  t ha t  

there  should be a d is tance  cfefir,ed to which 

they shall run out, and I thin!< 2 traps sllould 

be suff i c  i en t  . 
Q. How about the lead on the shore? How 

near the shore should the l ead  come at lowtide? 

A. I think that should be governed too. 

It ought t o  be l e f t  a t  least, I siiould say, 1/4 

m i l e  a t  l o a  tide, because the smaller  fish, 

g r i l s e ,  come i n  sLIore, and i t  would p r o t e c t  

them t o  qu i t e  arl exten t .  1, 

Q. How about n a v i p t i o n  too? 

A. Well, for small boats ;  if I have cause 

to f r o m  one side o f  Point  Roberts t o  the 

o.ther , I - r i l l  have to go a m y  2 or 3 miles out 

of my course a d  g e t  i n t o  roug!i water too, to  

ge t around b 

Q. D i d  you ever know o f  t h e i r  f i s h i n g  up 

on the shore there? 

A. Oh, yes. Those b i g  p o t s  come r i g h t  t o  

high water mark. 

right with in  a few yards o f  the shore i n  high 

I have seen the f i s h  jump 

rater. 

Q. lhy have they shut them o f f  that rafl 
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A. wel l ,  i t  is t o  gather  everything. They 

dont want those Indians - -  They could have taken 

those 3 t r aps  i n  f ron t  of the cannery and they  

c o u l d  have cone 500 f e e t  f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  south- 

ward and would not have a f f e c t e d  the India28 a t  

a l l .  But those Indicns  a r e  there ,  and they 

a r e  aware o f  the f a c t  t-hat 1 hare been t r y i n g  t o  

get a carlnery there,  tozether  w i t h  o ther  y a r t i e s  

and they yant t o  shut out the Indians a s  well. 

Q. I cannot unAerstani! the s p i r i t  that is  

ac tua t ing  them a t  a l l ,  because b o t h  M r .  Drysdale 

and M r .  Wadhams seemed t o  be i n t e l l i c e n t  men? 

A. Yes; and M r .  Drysdale is a thorough 

business men I f ' u l l y  acknowledge, but they a re  

usin,.: every e f f o r t  t o  accomplish t h e i r  purpose. 

Q. What do you think,  f o r  the p ro tec t ion  

of the f i s h ,  about c lose  seasons? 

A. I should thin!: t h a t  there  ought t o  be-- 

I mean a c e r t a i n  number of days, and I should . 

think t h a t  10 weeks a t  the outs ide would be 

s u f f i c i e n t ,  and I think every Saturday night  

u n t i l  6 o'clock Monday morning f i s h  ought t o  

be permitted t o  go UP. 

Q. DO they ever work the canneries on 

Sundayt 



-44- 

A *  011, :lese Now they a re  going t o  have 

1 o r  2 add i t iona l  boats a t tached  t o  the main 

f i sh ing  boat so  t h a t  they can keep the main 

p a r t  runnin;: a l l  the  time, and then t!le:r can run 

those fish f rom boat t o  boat and keep them 

there  when they have so ma?y they cannot can 

them. I know when M r .  Waller w8s f i s h i n g  

there  was about 10 days he could not get out t o  

h i s  t raps ,  and a t  t h e  end o f  the t e n  days they 

were a l l  r i g h t  and 'not  a dead one i n  the l o t .  

On the Fraser  River they a re  very s t r i n g e n t  and 

enforce t h e i r  regula t ions .  I t  is o n  the 

p r i n c i p l e  that the c a n m r i e s  w i l l  not work on 

Sunday, and therefore  there  is  no necess i ty  o f  

f i sh ing  Saturday 

Q. YOU would have 4 o r  5 weeks fisflinG 

for the sockCyeS? 

A.  Yes; t h a t  w i l l  cover t he  

Q. HOW about other salmon? 

A. The. only way is t o  have a law enacted 

t o  prevent the des t ruc t ion  o f  those f ish.  

Q. Mr. hdham8 t o l d  me they intendeh t o  

f i s h  l a t e  and can some of those f i s h  t h i s  year. 

A. Well, I rill be glad t o  see then do it. 
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L a s t  year they sen t  t h e i r  steamer a l l  over the 

Sound t o  c e t  enough t o  f i l l  up. 

Q. D i d  they have very l a r g e  catches t h i s  

year, do you know? 
(wst be 8 0 , O O O ) P  

A. One day they caught 8,000 salmon. 

Q. In how many t raps?  

A. Wel:L, they a r e  f i s h i n g  8 t raps ,  but 

there  a re  Z t h a t  d i d  n o t  ca tch  but a very  small 

f r a c t i o n  o f  that  amount. The 3 on the r ee f  

and the  one a t  the  light house reserve d i d  a l l  

the f i sh ing .  

Q. Have they had very l a rge  catches? 

A. Yes; they have m d e  03 ari average 

30,000 a da3 s ince  the fish began t o  run. 

Q. Do you know what t ime  t!ie season began? 

A. Well, I think -- say about the 20th o f  

J u l y .  I t  was p r e t t y  l a t e .  

Q. I wonder how we could ge t  a n  account 

a t  the end o f  the season of  the number o f  f i s h  

t h e y  have caught? 

A. I can inquire.  We a re  going t o  have 

them on the stand. 

* Q. f thought of having a l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  

d i r e c t l y  t o  tham asking them i f  they would. give 

tpa a srm statement? 
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A. I do not think the7 w i l l .  I t  was 

understood by Mr. K i r b y  t!mt he s ~ i i  not l e t  

on anything about it, but we propose t o  force 

them i n  t h e i r  evidence t o  t e l l .  

Q- You can then t e l l  w h a t  tile des t ruc t ion  

o f  fish has been because there  is no t rouble  

i n  g e t t i n g  a t  the number o f  cans they pack i s  

there? 

A. No,  s i r ,  not a t  a l l .  All t h e i r  f i s h  

a r e  shipped from San Fraccisco, but we can t e l l  

by the number of  c a s e s ,  as 1 have p a r t i e s  who 

r i l l  keep watc!z of them, agd they make no 

attempt t o  d i s s i s e  t h a t  p a r t .  

Q. O f  course, the  Canadians complain of 

t h i s  cnomoue ca t ch  and waste of  f i s h  there ,  and 

you thinlr they waste a g rea t  many f i s h ?  

A. Well, there  always has b e m  a Great 

waste there .  I dont know whether they d id  

ttlis year, hut l a s t  year the7 Cut the  b e l l i e s  

out of the  sockeyes and threw away the  backs-  

When they first began they had more of them 

poss ib ly  than they do now. mleY would cut out 

the backs and use the  b e l l i e s .  They did not 

have the  capac i ty  for any g rea t  quant i ty  and 

m u l d  just aut the b e l l i e s  out and throw the 



backs i n  the water. When I was over tliere a 

reek a60 there was grea t  q u a n t i t i e s  f l o a t i n g  

in the  water. 

3°,000 SahOn a day  and seve ra l  days t!iere they 

cauE;!lt 50,000 and 60,000 salmon, and 2 or 3 

days i n  succession they d id  t-hat. 

Their capaci ty  is not Over 

Q. How many salmon go t o  the Fraser  

River? Are there  many i n  proportion? 

A. Well, no; there cannot be, because Mr. 

Goodfellow i s  the only one that is f i sh ing ,  and 

P i k e ,  but Pike would not cut  any f igure ,  what 

he would ca tch  up i n  the bzy. V r i g h t  sells 

t o  the A. P. A., and i n  f a c t  they furnish him 

the twine and he f i s h e s  o n  shares.  A l m o s t  all 

the f i s h  caught there  a r e  used there .  

Q. Do they des t r o y  many o ther  f i s h  that 

might .be saved? 

A.  Well, I dont think -- Heretofore the  

spr ing  salmon that they caught, the l e r g e r  

po r t ion  of them they would sell t o  the Indians 

f o r  a small p r i ce ,  but they have been omosed 

t o  the Indians and t h i s  year they w i l l  not sell 

them the f ish,  and the  Indians t e l l  me they 

throw them i n  the water. 

or 400 one day a& the Indians Could not Get any 

They threw away 300 
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t o  ea t .  The sturgeon they s h i p  t o  t!ie 

Fraser Rive r .  The;. e lso c a t c h  2 f e w  shed 

there  now, a3c.I they a r e  increasinr ;  ever;’ year I 

n o t i c e .  

Q. I should not t:?in!c shad would mount t o  

m c h  here mithout having local 3lerkets for then, 

when you h?ve so many salmon. 

A. Well, the t rouble  is we !1nve s o  many 

t h a t  there  is n o t  more than one man i n  a hundred 

ri l l  e a t  salmon. 1 never think o f  ea t ing  

salmon, but am very fond o f  shad. 

Q. m a t  1 meant was t h a t  you have so few 

l o c a l  markets here. 

A .  Yes, t h a t  i s  true; but what I meant 

w a s  the  r a y  t h e y  have been d i s t r i b u t e d .  T!re 

Government has certainl:; done well w i t h  them. 

While we are t a f k i n c  on  the s u b j e c t ,  i f  

there is ever any inquiry made w i t h  reference t o  

the  in t roduct ion  of the sockeye salmon, and i f  

we muld  co-operate with the English Government 

i n  gett iny; the eggs over there ,  I t!iink i t  would 

be a grand thing f o r  the Puget Sound reZion to  

introduce them in the S k a g i t  River and the 

Hookaack. Ldont think there W O d d  b e  any 
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t r o u b l s  i n  g e t t i n g  eggs. 

w i t h  Memett? and he s a i d  he d i d  not  

t he re  would be any t rouble  and that the Camd.ian 

People Would be o n l y  t oo  glad t o  do S O .  ae 

have Lake Whatcorn, which is 312 feet abo1.e the 

c i t y  here, and there  is 2 f i n e  chance for a 

hatchery there .  

I had a long t a l k  

Q. Why dont the sockeye go i n t o  those 

streams In abundance? 

A.  I cannot account f o r  i t ;  and i t  is 

s t range  too ,  th8a break i n  the  run o f  salmon -- 
two heavy and t w o  licht years. The Indians 

say t h a t  i t  occurs by reason of  t h e  s l i d e s  tha t  

occur -on the Fraser River, Inhich is  common up 

i n  the mountains, tha t  destroy the salmon spawn, 

and t h a t  i t  occurred f o r  t w o  successive seasons. 

Q. D i d  you ever see any trap f i s h i n g  else-  

where than about hepep 

A. No, sir; this  is my f i r s t  experience. 

Q. On the e a s t e r n  c o a s t  t h e y  use a f l o a t -  

ing t r a p  a good deal.  

A. They do? I have not had the Fish 

aomission publ ica t ion  f o r  severa l  gears. 

think i n  1889 was the l a s t  1 had, and I would 

I 

be very much p m e d  t o  have them. 
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e. Now, on these ne t s  a t tached  t o  the 

inner p a r t  o f  the h e a r t  is a ji;;ger; when d i d  

they begin t o  use  that j i g g e r ?  Do you know 

what i t  is? 

A. 110, sir. fMr. Rathbun e q l c i n s ) .  

Q. When d i d  they begin t o  put  those in? 

A. Well, I think i t    as 3 seasons acp.  

That is an idea o f  Mr. K i r b y ' s  I r e c o l l e c t  nor. 

I think t h a t  idea was o r i g i n a l  w i t h  Mr. Kirby .  

Q. O f  course, i f  aper tures  were l e f t  

between the  n e t s  -- between succeeding ne t s  i n  a 

s t r i n g ,  i t  would give the .Indians a chance. 

A .  O h ,  yee; and the e f f o r t  nor  being made 

is t o  remove those 3 t r aps ,  as espec ia l ly  those 

t r a p s  run r igh t  over  the  grounds the  Indians 

have always f i shed  on. You take 3 t r aps  and 

s t r iny:  them ou t  1,000 f e e t  o r  1200 feet ,  and 
, 

t h e r e  a r e  very few salmon pin:: t o  escape, so 

t h a t  t he re  ouzht not  t o  be more than 2 traps 

running f r o n  shore, and then shor ten  the lead, 

say t o  900 f e e t ,  and then w i t h  an ape r tu re  o f  

600 f e e t ,  i t  would give many f i s h  a chance. 

We are g o i n ~  t o  stir the  Company up. 

going t o  start a series of  a r t i c l e s  i n  the nefs- 

We a re  
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papers here and show then up. There is another 

question; I clont know whether -- This saw dust 

t h a t  has been thrown i n  t!le water i n  t!ds coun- 

t r y  -- r e  have up there  near  Blaine Harbor -- 
Drayton Harbor a8 i t  is general ly  c a l l e d  -- r e  

have 4 or 5 saw m i l l s  t!zat a r e  running a l l  the 

year round, and they a r e  dunpiny: i n  thousands 

o f  tons o f  saw d u s t  and i t  is k i l l i n g  a l l  kinds 

o f  f i s h .  I think t h a t  the s c a r c i t y  o f  f a l l  

salmon is os ing  t o  tlie 1arEe q u a n t i t i e s  of saw 

dus t  t h a t  has been dumped i n  the  bay there .  

Q. Do you have a r i v e r  where the  f a l l  

salmon xun up? 

A.  Yes; there  are 3 small creeks; one 

r i g h t  on the l i n e ,  and 2 o the r s .  

Q. You have a law t!iat r e l a t e s  t o  saw 
1 

dust? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Does i t  apply t o  t h i s  p a r t  o f  the  

s t a t e ?  

A .  Yes; but it  is not  enforced a t  all. 

We had an o ld  law, and I think they introduced 

an amendment by Borne one a t  the  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  

and it -8 k i l l e d .  

Q- The Secretary O f  Sta te  handed me the 
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manuscript of  t he  laws a s  they e x i s t  to-day, but 

they have not  been p r i n t e d  y e t ,  and I remember 

some items about saw dus t .  There is a United 

S t a t e s  l a w  that app l i e s  t o  navigation, but not 

t o  the f i s h e r i e s ;  that  is, r e l a t i n g  t o  saw dust. 

A.  Well, o f  course, there  a r e  t i d e  lands 

there  and they run  out a mile o r  mile and a 

ha l f .  

Q. T h i s  quest ion o f  t ide  lands is going 

t o  make a g rea t  des t ruc t ion  o f  c l ams  and 

07s t e ra .  

A. Ye8, r e  r e a l i z e  tha t .  As a matter  o f  

f a c t  the f i l l i n g  i n  o f  the t i d e  lands where i t  

occurs -- I think the sewage from the c i t y  k i l l s  

all those clams anyrray o r  render ther? valueless  

f o r  food. I t  i s  3 question w e  r e a l i z e  needs 

some a t t e n t i o n  here-  

Q. O f  course, t!ie sockeye is the salmon 

t h a t  needs a t t e n t i o n  here? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. 

A. Yes, that is the par t ic -a la r  salmon. 

Q. We a r e  callsd upon only i n  that  

The o t h e r  salmon do not need s o  much. 

connection. 

a r e  beooming exhausted that  met ter  Ought t o  be 

course if t he  si lve;  s o o n  
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cons idered, but t h a t  i n t  e res  ts the s t a t e  more. 

A *  Yes, t ha t  is a s t a t e  p r o p o s i t i o n .  

Q. O f  course, f rom Mr. M:rera I got a good 

account o f  t h y  salmon they ge t  around Sea t t le .  

A t  Muckilteo to-day a s  I came along I saw a 

nunber of Indians w i t h  t h e i r  purse se ine  b o a t s  

on the shore j u s t  south o f  Mdckilteo. 1 saw 

a t  l e a s t  6 of those boats with purse se ines  i n  

them, and off the  shore perhaps a quar te r  o f  a 

mile 1 saw a purse se ine  that  they vere ev i -  

d e n t l y  hauling in  with f ish.  On the shore I saw 

a number o f  men and they apparently were Indians 

and there  seemed t o  be a number o f  shan t i e s  put 

lip r i g h t  there  

A *  The purse se ine  business is p r i n c i p a l l y  

in  the hands o f  I t a l i a n  fishergex. 

Q. That is what surpr i sed  me, and i t  m y  

be I saw some o f  them and was mistaken. Would 

those purse seiners e s t a b l i s h  themselves right 

a t  that place? 

A. Yes; they a r e  loca ted  t o  c a t c h  the hone 

or humpback an. 

yet .  

ef fect .  

$0 aeattle. 

They have not  begun t o  ca tch  

I was advised night before l a s t  t o  that 

me3 are catching f o r  Myers and ship 

ft is rather early y e t  UP there- 
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we ca tch  thern here before  they  get  up tile 

Sound, and t h e y  a re  i n  mc!i b e t t e r  condi t ion;  

the humpback, when they come into f r e s h  water, 

i n  a coup le  o f  days i t  w i l l  render then almost 

useless .  k t  we get them here br ight  and w i t h  

very l i t t l e  hump on t h e i r  hack and no hook i n  

t h e i r  nose, and qu i t e  f a t  and o i l y .  

Q. How is i t  w i t h  the s i l v e r  salmon all 

around i n  the  southern part of' t he  Sound, do 

you get  them here f irst? 

A.  Yes; they come i n  here  before  they go 

i n  the upper part  o f  the Sound. 


